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curious fact that all castes are abolished whilst they last, th$ lowest stidra finding
himself for the time equal with a Brahmin or a kshatrya. Moreover the statue
of Juggernaut, containing relics or bones of the god Krisnna, is carried about at
this time in great pomp upon a sumptuous car, exactly as the Buddhists formerly
carried about the rqlics of their saints at the same period of the year* Abolition
of caste and worship of relics, the two fundamental dogmas of Buddhism, are the
chief features of the Juggernaut feast

But the Brahmin fanaticism, thus forced to admit principles which it abhors,
has succeeded in stamping on these f&tes a character that has nothing Vedic nor
Buddhist, by introducing the hideous butcheries of the procession of the Rattj&tra.

These processions take place throe times a year. The idol of Juggernaut is
set upon a car measuring twenty-six feet long, and as many wide, mounted on
sixteen wheels. The car is wood, plentifully covered with sculptures, and for
the ceremonies it is adorned with cloth of gold and costly stuffs. The ponderous
mass is set in movement by stout cables, to which,thousands of pilgrims harness
themselves, stirred to madness by the sight of their god.

In the course of these processions, hundreds of wretched fanatics used to carry
their excitement such lengths as to throw themselves beneath the car wheels, and
so get crushed, to win the paradise which rascally Brahmins promised as the
reward of this sacrifice.

The English have now forbidden that bloody custom, and the procession is
escorted by mounted policemen charged to watch the vicinity of the car* In
these circumstances the illogical character of the Hindoo is well shown, its strange
mingling of cowardice and rashness. A m&n, throws himself to earth before the
heavy wheel; he has made the sacrifice of his life; he has dared without a
shudder the horrible agony of a slow crusjaij&g, for the wheel turns with difficulty:
but an English inspector has caught sight of him; with raised whip he springs
at the poor wretch, who, -on sight of the dreaded European, forgetting his own
vows and his courage, hastily jumps ^p and hides himself trembling in the
crowd, like a schoolboy discovered in committing a breach of rules. How shall
we explain this courage before a dreadful agony, and this fear before a trifling
punishment ? The fact is seen, however* on each occasion; unfortunately too, in
spite of all vigilance, every procession, still makes &s victims.

From Pouri I went to visit the temple of Kanarac, well known to sailors
under the name of the Blarfc Pagoda, of which the high pyramidal tower is
beheld from the sea, rising alone na, the midst of the flat and sandy delta of the
Mahawadi, This temple, built in 1236 by King Narsing Dee, must have been
one of the fine&t buildings in Orijssa; nothing now remains but the porch,
surmounted by a pyramidal roof in. stone,, of imposing effect

Returning towards Cuttack, I visited also* th$,astounding ruins of Bhowaneshwur,
a magnificent group of temples dating fpom. the- tenth century. Not far ftom
thence are the grottoes of Oudghiri and Khandaghiri, most interesting in an
archaeological point of view, but of small size and clumsy execution, At a little
distance from the field of ruins of Bhowaneshwur, upon the banks of the rive?
Dayat, rises the famous rock of Asvastouma, which contains, besides several
interesting little grottoes, a superb inscription of one of the edicts published by
Asoka in 250 B.C. Indeed, all this part of Orissa is rich in precious monuments
of ancient Indian history.